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Introduction
Have you ever wanted to create your own imaginative dances and to explore the movement style of famous choreographers through the analysis of fascinating dance works?

Are you ready to develop your technical and expressive dance skills to an advanced level and to participate in a range of performances both in and out of college? If so, this could be the course for you! You will participate in a variety of workshops provided by cutting edge professional dance artists and form your own dance company performing both in and out of college. You will develop your skills in performance, choreography style, culture and notation.

The creative, co-operative and communication skills acquired in following this course also prove attractive to a wide range of employers and Higher Education.

Key Features of Dance at the Sixth Form College:
· You will create imaginative dances with an understanding of current practice, whilst drawing on the conventions and traditions of the past.

· Learn to perform and interpret dance ideas demonstrating technical and expressive skills, and safe practice, through solo and group work.

· Develop your communication abilities clearly in written work, show knowledge of the choreographic and performance process in your own or professional work; analyse and compare professional dance works.

· You will appreciate the significance of your technical and expressive dance skills; understand the contextual influences on dance. 

· Evaluate and distinguish between fact and opinion, and assess information from a variety of sources.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
· What experience do I need in dance for this course?

An academic background in dance is not essential although some experience of dance is desirable. Enjoyment of dance is a key element to success. Hard work, determination, enthusiasm and pleasure for the subject will undoubtedly produce excellent results. Experience of ballet or contemporary dance styles is an asset.

· What dance styles will I study in this course?

You will receive training in contemporary dance- an exciting, dynamic and physically challenging style developed in the 21st century.

· Which other A-Levels complement dance well?

Students who study dance tend to complement the course with other subjects such as Art, Music, Theatre Studies, Performing Arts, English, Media Studies, Biology and Physical Education. 

Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1- Understanding Dance 

This written examination comprises two sections, A (structured questions worth 20 marks in total) and B (two essay questions worth 20 marks each). Questions are set on the dancer as a performer, the process and craft of choreography and the significance of dances.

Unit 2- Choreography and Performance DANC2

You will choreograph and perform a solo dance of two to three minutes duration. You will also demonstrate performance skills within the context of a duo/trio dance of three to four minutes duration.
· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 3- Dance Appreciation: Content and Context DANC3

This written examination comprises two sections. You will answer one question from

Section A on a chosen area of study within dance history and one from Section B on a set dance work.

Unit 4- Group Choreography and Solo Performance DANC4

You will choreograph a group dance, of two to three minutes duration, in which you will not perform. You will also present a solo performance, of two to three minutes duration, which demonstrates understanding of a performance style linked to a specific practitioner.
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Awarding Body

AQA
Assessment

AS Level

Unit 1          
1 ½ hour written examination          
20%

Unit 2     
Practical examination                    
30%

A2 Level

Unit 3        
1 ½ hour written examination          
25%

Unit 3                 Practical examination                             25%

Pass rates for last 3 years
2011   100%

2010 
100%

2009   90%


Progression opportunities and career routes
Past students have obtained places on a range of highly prestigious dance degree course which include renowned institutions such as The Place, The Laban Centre, London Studio Centre and the Liverpool Institute of the Performing Arts. Many of our A-Level Dance students have gone on to achieve careers as dancers, choreographers, dance teachers, dance/movement therapists, dance education officers and dance administrators.  Employment opportunities are available in dance companies and dance development organisations, musical theatre, educational institutions and community arts projects.



COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Motiva Direct 


Prize for Dance





Holly Reynolds won the award for Dance. Holly studied Dance at the Sixth Form College.





She was formerly of Sandon Business & Enterprise College and is currently at Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts (LIPA) Music (Performing Arts)
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