History @ UL Level UNIQ

Sixty A Level History students from the Sixth Form College and Sixth
Form Centre visited Staffordshire University to learn more about
"Colonisation and De-colonisation in Africa 1870-1981".

The students visited the local university across two days to take part in a variety of workshops to
support them in the coursework element of the A Level programme.

During the session the students were introduced to research techniques used in Higher Education
with access to online materials and resources including History Today. They selected some
possible areas of study on different countries in different time periods across the 100 years. The
groups were given a detailed introduction to the Library facilities at the University and were
informed that they can access these facilities throughout their course to enhance their learning.

Using several texts and the online resources provided, the students worked in groups to produce a
group presentation answering a set question for the day.

Charles Turner, Curriculum Manager for History, commented:

"It was a good introduction to the demands of learning in Higher Education and provided the students with
some early ideas of the sorts of themes they need to address in their coursework. They all presented their
ideas to the rest of the group and the University staff and students who helped said how well they had
done."

Michael Brammeld, formerly of Haywood Engineering College, and is currently studying at the Sixth Form
Centre said:

“l found the session helpful because it gave me the opportunity to learn more about the types of questions
we will need to answer for the coursework element of the course."

Jon Elson, also of Haywood Engineering College is currently studying at the Sixth Form Centre said:

"I enjoyed the experience and found it useful because it gave us the chance to explore a number of topics
which we could use for our coursework and the chance to see what the university environment is like.”




