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Introduction

English GCSE Grade C or above is very important if you want to go to university in the future, and employers regard it as one of the most important qualifications. A pass in GCSE English will help you to progress onto an advanced course at college. The college also offers a GCSE English equivalent course called NOCN Progression. This is entirely based on coursework and a pass is equal to a grade C at GCSE. This is a nationally recognised qualification and is accepted by most universities and certain employers. This course is especially suited to students embarking on a vocational level 2 programme and students who achieved less than a grade D at GCSE. If you do not have a grade C or above at GCSE, you will be placed on the following induction programme:-
Four weeks induction at Level 2 English, during this period you will be assessed on your reading, writing and speaking and listening skills and you will be required to produce a piece of original writing. At the end of the four week induction period, you will progress onto either GCSE English or NOCN Progression based on what we feel is the most suitable course for you. In most cases students undertaking a level 2 course will progress to the NOCN award which can be upgraded to the NOCN certificate if you are doing particularly well. Students who we feel are better suited to GCSE English will progress to the course outlined overleaf. Please note you must attend all your lessons during induction and submit your original writing on time in order to be considered for either course.

What is the NOCN qualification like?
It is a unit-based course in which you will build up a portfolio assessing your reading, writing and speaking and listening skills. There is no examination.

Will I have to read Shakespeare or Poetry?

No, all units are based on practical English skills – the sorts of things you will have to do in your vocational studies and at work.

What happens if I pass NOCN?
You will be assessed on your ability to undertake GCSE English in year 2.

How many classes a week are there? 

There will be four NOCN classes a week, two of which will be in a computer room.
What work will I have to do?

You will have to produce a portfolio of coursework units.

English GCSE Course Outline:

	[image: image5.png]


Unit 1: Non-Fiction, Media & Information

(30%)
	Method of assessment: 1hour 45min exam. There will be 3 questions based on unseen non-fiction and media texts.



	Unit 2:      Other Cultures, Analysis & Argument

(30%)
	Method of assessment: 1hour 45min exam. 3 questions.   

We will be studying ‘Opening Worlds’, a book of short stories by writers from other cultures. There will be one question on this text. It is an Open Book exam.

There will also be two writing tasks: one to analyse, review, comment, the other to argue, persuade, advise.
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Unit 4: Written Coursework

(20%)
	There are three pieces of coursework:

1. A story written to entertain

2. An essay on a play by Shakespeare

3. An essay on poetry

Written coursework will be completed in the Autumn term.

	Unit 5: Speaking & Listening

(20%)
	You will be assessed throughout the year in the following three areas:

1. Individual presentations

2. Group/paired work

3. Role play


Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
· How is the course assessed?
You do 20% written coursework which has to be completed by December.  Speaking & Listening coursework is also 20% and will be assessed over the year.  You also take 2 final exams in June. You’ll be given detailed information about these exams later in the year.

· Can I use my old coursework? 
The best answer is no. We have to mark the folders and need to know how the work was set and how much help you had in order to mark it properly.  The syllabus has changed recently, too, so your old work may not fit the new requirements. 












