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Introduction

This involves a combined approach to the two aspects of English. You will study a mix of classic and contemporary prose and drama texts which require the skills of literary analysis. You will also study speech, and how people use language differently in different social situations. The course combines well with foreign languages, History, Media and Law. You cannot take this alongside other English courses.
Key Features of English Language/Literature at the Sixth Form College:
· You will need to be prepared to study language and literature as interconnecting subjects in order to deepen your understanding and enjoyment of these areas.
· You will explore the differences between spoken and written English and learn to analyse speech in a wide range of contexts.
· You can expect good discussion in class about the issues raised in your reading and about the techniques which writers use.  You will experiment with your own writing.
· You will have the opportunity to study modern language and literature texts and texts from the past, taking account of social, cultural and historical factors.

 Skills for Success
· You need to  show you are capable of reading texts closely and thoughtfully, and writing about those texts in ways that show intelligent engagement and control

· You need to show you understand the characteristics of various kinds of spoken language, ranging from spontaneous exchanges between friends or strangers to carefully prepared speeches that are designed to persuade large numbers of people in live events or via television and radio

· You need to show you are capable of producing writing that is appropriate to the purpose and audience specified in the task, showing conscious control of your choices of vocabulary, grammar and structure.

· You need to show you are capable of writing in a focused and analytical way about your own writing – the processes you apply, the choices you make, and the evaluation of whether the text works as well as you intended.
Course Outline:
→AS level units- first year of the course 
Unit 1: Integrated Analysis and Textual Production
· We will be studying ‘Wuthering Heights’ by Emily Bronte and ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ by Tennessee Williams

· This is an examined unit and you can take your texts into the exam with you.
Unit 2: Analysing Speech and Its Representation
· We will be studying different forms of speech in real life, and its representation in ‘The Lovely Bones’ by Alice Sebold 
· This is an examined, closed text, unit.
→Advanced level units – second year of the course 
Unit 3: Comparative Analysis and Text Adaptation
· You will study two non-literary texts. This is an examined unit which consists of two questions. The first task requires you to compare and analyse three unseen non-literary texts/extracts. The second requires you to produce your own piece of writing based on the texts studied.
Unit 4: Comparative Analysis through Independent Study (Coursework)
· This first is a comparative essay based on two literary texts studied 
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Awarding Body

AQA (A)
Assessment

AS Level:

Written Exam                                       25%  
Written Exam                                       25%
A2 Level:

Written Exam 



30%                                  
Coursework Essay
                        20%                           
Pass rates 
2011 
100%

2010 
100%

2009    98.4%

Progression opportunities and career routes 
Many of our students go on to study English at university. Degrees in English provide excellent skills for almost all areas of employment, including teaching, journalism, marketing, publishing, law, and a host of other possibilities.
Please note: if you are expecting to go to one of the Russell group of universities (see website for information on this), you should consider taking English Literature rather than the combined course. Ask for advice if you’re unsure.
COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER





Cai Brown, formerly of Trentham High School, studied English Language & Literature at the Sixth Form College. In August he collected an outstanding A* grade for the course and continued this phenomenal success across all four of his chosen A Levels. Cai is currently at Keele University studying for a degree in Geology & Environmental Science.
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