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Introduction

Sex, lies and dysfunctional families – this is English Literature. The course builds directly on the skills you have gained from your GCSE study of Literature. You will study a wide range of novels, plays and poetry from different periods and will discover both contemporary and older texts. Combines well with many subjects but can be combined with English Language if you are really keen to study English in depth or at University. 
Key Features of English Literature at the Sixth Form College:
· There’ll be plenty of varied reading, often on your own.  Novels, plays, poetry, and extracts from other media etc.  

· You can expect good discussion in class about the issues raised in your reading and about the techniques which writers use.  You may also be able to experiment with your own writing. 

· Lesson will be varied, including some drama techniques and student presentations. 

· We will use Internet resources and the college Intranet (Moodle) to support your own studies.

· You will be given regular homework and be expected to read more than the “set texts”.

· There will be a coursework element at both AS and A2.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 

· What books will I be studying?
You will be studying a wide range of novels, plays and poems which we hope you will enjoy. 
· Do I have to have a high grade at GCSE in order to take the A Level?
It would be beneficial for you to have achieved a good grade in GCSE English but more importantly you must enjoy reading. There will be a lot of independent reading to undertake outside the lessons.

Course Outline:
AS level units
Unit 1: Poetry & Prose 1800-1945 This is a 2 hour closed book exam which is worth 60% of your AS. For this exam we will be studying poems by Edward Thomas, and Oscar Wilde’s novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray

Unit 2: Literature post-1900 (40% of your AS). This is a coursework module. You will study three modern texts and produce two pieces of coursework. Task 1 will be on Wilfred Owen’s poetry. Task 2 is a comparative essay on two novels chosen by your teacher.
A2 level units
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Unit 3: Drama & poetry pre-1800 This is a closed book exam and we will be studying Shakespeare’s Othello, Dr Faustus by Christopher Marlowe and Chaucer’s The Pardoner’s Tale Unit 4: Texts in Time This is a coursework module and we will be studying three American texts: One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey, Robert Lowell’s ‘Life Studies’ and one other.
 Awarding Body: OCR
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Closed book exam
30%
Coursework 

20%
A2 LEVEL

Closed book exam 
30%
Coursework

20%
Pass rates for last 3 years
2011
  100%

2010 
  100%

2009     98.8%
Progression opportunities and career routes

Many of our students go on to study English at university. Degrees in English provide excellent skills for almost all areas of employment, including teaching, journalism, marketing, publishing, law, and a host of other possibilities. English Literature is regarded by the Russell group of universities (see website for details) as a facilitating subject.
COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Mary Bishop Prize for English Literature





Kevin Luke was this year’s winner of the Mary Bishop prize for English Literature. Kevin was one of six students in the department who achieved and A* in English Literature in 2010, and he is now studying English and American Literature at the University of Leicester
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