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Introduction

Interested in what makes computers tick? Want an introduction to computing?

If you like solving problems and you can think through logically then Computing is the subject for you. In today’s workplace, if you have  knowledge and skills in computing you could have the opportunity to pursue an exciting career being instrumental in the development of computer systems that shape work and leisure activities.

Key Features of Computing at the Sixth Form College:
· You will gain a sound introduction to programming in both high and low level languages.
· You will complete a substantial piece of coursework; Coursework is the best way to assess your practical skills.
·  You will gain an understanding of computing fundamentals and how ICT systems are developed.
·  You will learning how operating systems function and how programs are translated into code which the computer understands.
·  You will develop your ability to work independently and as part of a team 
Frequently asked questions (FAQ)
· Do I need to have studied ICT or Computing at school?
It is not necessary to have studied ICT/Computing at GCSE Level, just a genuine interest in computers will be necessary. 
· Which other A Levels complement this Computing course well?
Many A levels including maths and the sciences as well as business studies and media studies.
Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1 - Computer fundamentals 

You will gain an appreciation of hardware, software, the presentation, structure and management of data, networks, the life cycle of systems development, characteristics of information systems and the implications of computer use.
Unit 2 - Programming techniques and logical methods
You will design solutions to problems, learn how programs are structured, data is structured and the essentials of good programming techniques.
· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 1-  Advanced Computing Theory
You will learn how operating systems, translators, databases and different programming languages, both high and low level function.
Unit 2- Computing project
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You will develop a computer system for a real end user using investigation, analysis, system design, software development and testing techniques. You will also document and evaluate your solution, together with your end user.
Awarding Body: OCR
Assessment
AS LEVEL

Assessed by 2 exams
A2 LEVEL

Assessed by 1 exam and 1 internal assessment
Pass rates 
2011 
88%

2010  100%

2009  100%
Progression opportunities and career routes

Many students who study Computing progress to Higher Education tending to pursue Computing or ICT based courses. The study of Computing is excellent preparation for any employment area requiring good technological and communication skills.
STUDENT CASE STUDY





Wilma Gombedza A level Computing at The Sixth Form College. She was formerly of Clough Hall High School. 


Wilma is now studying Computer Science at Manchester University.
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