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Introduction

“I always eat at the most expensive restaurants and I like to change my Porsche once a year”.

…………Well, we can’t promise this is what you’ll be saying in a few years time, but regularly more than 90% of our Accounting students go on to study the subject after leaving the Sixth Form and accountants have a much lower incidence of unemployment, as well as enjoying much higher than average salaries throughout their working lives.  Accounting can be a rewarding and fulfilling career. 
On the course you will study Financial Accounting – From basic double entry through to final accounts, as well as management accounts which includes decision making techniques. The subject is also enjoyed by students studying a wide range of our other subjects, who enjoy the discipline of accounts in contrast to their other subjects, not just students studying Maths or Business Studies.
Key Features of Accounting at the Sixth Form College:
· Throughout the course you will learn the basic principles of producing final accounts for single trader businesses through to public limited companies.  
 Studying Accounting will help to improve your skills in problem-solving techniques.
· Have you ever considered playing the stock market? The course introduces you to ‘Company Performance Analysis’ which means in two years time you could have made your first million pounds!
·  Accounting A-Level is a gateway to a range of rewarding careers for you.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
? ‘My elder sister studied accounting and she really enjoyed it but said that there was a lot of homework, is this true?’
The best indicator of success in this subject is homework completion, with 95% of students completing all their homework achieving better grades than predicted from their GCSE scores.   It is true and you will be expected to complete it.   Places on Finance Courses at University and jobs with employers are increasingly competitive and to progress in the profession you need to achieve good grades.
?  ‘I’ve heard that you have to have a grade B at GCSE Maths before you can take AS Accounting, is this true?’
‘It would be an advantage but no, it is not essential. What is important is that you have good numerical ability. If you have any doubts then we will be pleased to self-check your skills with numbers.’   Completion of homework, good attendance and evidence of structured revision are all more closely linked to achievement.
Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1 – Introduction to Financial Accounting - Double Entry System, Final Accounts, Control Accounts, Suspense Accounts and Accounting Errors 
Unit 2 – Financial and Management Accounting – Accounting for Accruals and Prepayments, Accounts of Limited Companies, Ratios, Cash Budgets and Accounting Concepts
· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 1- Further Aspects of Financial Accounting – Sources of Finance, Limited Company Accounts, Partnerships, IAS 7 Cash Flow Statements, Incomplete Records, Stock
Unit 2- Further Aspects of Management Accounting – Costing Methods, Investment Appraisal, Manufacturing Accounts, Social Accounting, Budgeting
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 AQA
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1: 1 and a half hour exam
Unit 2: 1 and a half hour exam
A2 LEVEL

Unit 3: 1 and a half hour exam
Unit 4: 1 and a half hour exam
Pass rates for last 3 years
2011
100%

2010
93%

2009 
100%

Progression opportunities and career routes

Many students who have studied the course progress to university to study Finance or Accounting. However, many also progress into an accounting career via a modern apprenticeship. However, accounting is useful to a very wide range of careers which require control, monitoring and production of figures as part of a management function.
STUDENT CASE STUDY





Eram Khan won the Bertie Stanway Prize for Accounting at The Sixth Form College. She was formerly of Haywood Engineering College. 


Eram is now studying Accounting & Finance at Keele University.
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