[image: image1.jpg]




Introduction

Employers are desperately looking for imaginative people with relevant graphic design skills. Graphic Design is all around us and studying this course will enable you to have a direct influence on your own living and working environment and to make a difference to the world around you. 

The course is particularly aimed at students with good art and design skills and the ambition to progress to an art or design degree course, or a career in a graphic design related industry. The course comprises a mixture of core and professional specialist units which allow for a wide range of experiences in different aspects of graphic design including editorial design, advertising, corporate design and packaging.

Available course options

· BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma – Equivalent to 1 A Level

· BTEC Level 3 Diploma – Equivalent to 2 A Levels
Key Features of Graphic Design at the Sixth Form College:

· This is a practical work-related course which you will learn by completing live projects that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands.

· You will be taught how to undertake ambitious graphic tasks offering you the possibility of exploring a broad range of media, techniques and processes.

·  You will be given the chance to work alongside professional practitioners and share their experiences of the graphic design industry.

·  By studying this course you will develop a broad based portfolio of work suitable for progression into Higher Education or employment.

Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
Do I need to have studied Art and Design at school ?

It is useful to have studied an art or design related subject, but the most essential criteria for success is that you are highly motivated and committed to studying graphic design.

How long is the course?

You can complete a BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in ONE year. Which is equivalent to ONE A Level

If you want to study this course for two years you will achieve a BTEC Diploma which is equivalent to TWO A Levels.

Course Outline:

You will be introduced to a variety of experiences exploring a range of Graphic Design media, techniques and technology. The course is designed to encourage an experimental approach to graphics problem-solving while developing research skills, critical understanding and the ability to produce high quality creative graphic outcomes. 

You will complete Assignments which cover a broad range of topics including:

· Design for Advertising
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Graphic image making

· Computer editing software
· Words and images

· Visual Communication using mixed media mark making

· Ideas and concepts in Graphic Design

· Contemporary and historical Graphic Design References
· Graphics Media techniques and Technology
Awarding Body:  Edexcel

Assessment

The programme is based on 100% coursework, 
which is continually assessed. 
The Diploma is made up of 12 Units, and all units are assessed 
and graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction. 
The Final Grade for the Diploma is represented as a double award 
e.g. MD, DD etc. which is equivalent to two A Levels.
Pass rate
2011 95%
Progression opportunities and career routes

The objective of the course is to produce a portfolio of high quality work appropriate for progression onto a Graphic Design or related course in Higher Education or for employment in a design related industry.

Further/Higher Education: Successful students will progress to a University Degree or a BTEC Higher National in a Specialist field of Graphics.  Students who remain undecided about a Subject Specialism may opt for the one year Diploma in Foundation Studies in Art and Design (UCAS points 165 – 285), which provides a stepping stone into Higher Education.
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