[image: image1.png]ABoa/\
\2

?05/7/"
(J
\o

Q
"o7¢ ABS





Introduction

The course will help you to become a more effective communicator and to explore how language has changes and is used in the modern world. You will develop your writing skills in a range of practical applications, as well as your ability to analyse other people’s writing. You will learn about English grammar and the way people use language differently in different social situations.  

Key Features of English Language at the Sixth Form College:
· There will be lively discussions about language issues and about the techniques which writers use.  

· You will learn about language theories and how people use language in different social contexts.

· You will experiment with your own writing in a variety of creative and practical tasks, and there is an opportunity to do coursework for both AS and A2.
· We will use Internet resources and this INTRANET system to support your own studies.

· You will be given regular homework and be expected to undertake research into language issues

Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
· Are there any set texts?
Not exactly.  We do encourage you to read theory texts (and the library is well stocked) but the exam is not set on books in the way a literature exam is.

· Which other subjects complement English Language well?
Many A levels complement English Language. Discuss with teachers and Careers staff which would suit you best. Good examples include: Law, Psychology, Media, and Sociology. A few students each year, who want to specialise in English, take English Literature and English Literature as two separate A levels.

Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course
Unit 1: Language & Social Contexts - Following a text based approach; Unit 1 will focus on three specific social contexts: 
· language and power 

· language and gender 

· language and technology 

You will carry out a grouping task and answer an essay question on one of the above topics.

Unit 2: Original Writing - This is a coursework unit in which you will develop your language skills by writing in different genres for different audiences and purposes. You will reflect and comment on your own writing in order to develop as a conscious writer who understands and can account for the language choices you make.
· Advanced level units- second year of the course
Unit 3: Child Language Acquisition / Language Change over Time - You will study how children learn to talk, as well as how language changes. In the exam you'll answer one question on each topic.

Unit 4: Language Investigation – This is a coursework unit in which you will carry out a language investigation of your choice.
Awarding Body: AQA (Spec B)
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Assessment

AS LEVEL


A2 LEVEL 
Exam            
 30% 

Exam     

30%
Coursework     20%

Coursework

20%
Pass rates for last 3 years
2011     98%

2010
100%             2009
100% 





Progression opportunities and career routes

Students interested in Primary school teaching, or other careers with children, will find the Child Language Acquisition unit of this course very useful and interesting. Otherwise, the analytical skills gained on the English Language course make it eminently suitable for anyone wishing to study Law, Psychology and a range of other degree courses.

COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Hilda Hulme Prize for English





Alexander Meakin studied A Level English at The Sixth Form College. He was formerly of Chesterton Community Sports College. 


Alex is now studying English & French at The University of Leeds.
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