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INTRODUCTION
Media Studies examines contemporary forms of mass communication such as TV, radio, newspapers, magazines, film and the internet. The course combines theory with practice and you will use a range of cameras, editing suites and desktop publishing packages.  Media Studies combines well with most subjects; especially English, Art & Design, History, Theatre Studies, Sociology and Psychology. 

KEY FEATURES OF MEDIA STUDIES
1. You will have the opportunity to construct your own practical media coursework: a music magazine at AS level and a film trailer or music video at A2.

2. There is an exciting range of topics within the subject. It is the variety of subject matter that makes the subject interesting and the range of skills required that makes it challenging.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What skills and / or qualifications do I need to succeed in A Level Media studies?

· The range of skills required means that Media Studies is a demanding subject. 

· Primarily, you need effective communication skills, meaning that you must have a minimum of grade C at GCSE in both English Language and English Literature.
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Specific Skills would include:
WRITING

· Writing for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Employing a range of vocabulary

· Making notes from or about film / television

· Structuring an essay

INDEPENDENT STUDY

· Researching topics on the internet

· Meeting deadlines for set work.

ICT SKILLS

· Word Processing essays / articles

· Manipulating images

· Desk Top Publishing

Which other A Levels go with Media Studies?
Whilst there are obvious links with Film Studies and English, virtually any subject combines well with Media Studies. Its link with performance, creativity and production means that many Performance Studies and Art & Design students take Media Studies. Also, elements of Sociology and Philosophy are also well complemented due to the nature of research required to explore specific topics or general interpretations of meaning. Finally, some of our successful students in the past have been Scientists, Mathematicians or Language students who have taken Media Studies as an interesting area of study to run alongside their other subjects.
COURSE OUTLINE
AS units – FIRST YEAR of the course

1. COURSEWORK UNIT – G321 Foundation Portfolio (50%)
In this module you will produce TWO practical print pieces of coursework.

· A MINOR piece – the front cover and contents page of a new COLLEGE magazine. 
· A MAJOR piece – the front cover, contents page and feature article of a new MUSIC magazine.

The assessment will also include log book records of your research and planning and an evaluation of the final product.

2. EXAMINATION UNIT – G322 Key Media Concepts (50%)
This module divides into two distinct halves:

· Section A: Textual Analysis and Representation in TV DRAMA. 
· Section B: Institutions and Audiences within the MUSIC INDUSTRY.

The examination is split into two sections where you answer one long essay question on each topic. The textual analysis question about TV drama will require you to study how TV is made with reference to camera work, editing and sound. These theoretical skills will be put to practical use in your second year coursework production.
A2 units – SECOND YEAR of the course

1. COURSEWORK UNIT – G324 Advanced Portfolio (50%)

In this module you have a choice of two practical coursework options:

· MUSIC VIDEO or
· FILM TRAILER
In addition to one of these products, you will construct TWO print based products to support the filmed piece. You may create, dependent upon your choice of major product, two from the following: 
magazine advertisement 

CD cover

magazine front cover 

film poster 






web page
The assessment will also include log book records of your research and planning and an evaluation of the final product.

2. EXAMINATION UNIT – G325 Critical Perspectives (50%)
This module divides into two distinct halves:

· Section A: Theoretical Evaluation of Production
· Section B: Media and Collective Identity
The examination is split into two sections. 
· In Section A you will answer two compulsory questions which describe, evaluate and link your coursework productions from both years to a theoretical concept. 

· In Section B you will deal with “Contemporary Media Issues”, by answering one long essay question about the representation of Britain in a range of media; including films, TV and newspapers.

PROGRESSION OPPORTUNITIES and CAREER ROUTES

Media Studies is a well regarded academic subject that is accepted as a suitable qualification for entrance to most degree courses. If you are keen to continue the subject itself, you can go on to University to read for a degree specifically in Media Studies or Media Production. English, History and Politics have also been some routes chosen by recent students. Additionally, employers are increasingly aware of the versatility demanded of Media students, valuing them as adaptable and capable of working to deadlines. However, A Level Media Studies is primarily academic and students looking for a career in the media generally require additional work experience and practical training to progress in this demanding industry.



COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Smith Davis Press Prize for Media Studies





NATHAN ALCOCK studied A level Media Studies at The Sixth Form College. He was formerly at Holden Lane High School.





Nathan is now studying Film, TV and Cultural Studies at Manchester Metropolitan University.
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