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Introduction

If you choose to study Art and Design (Photography) you will be encouraged to develop your:

· Intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive powers

· Investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills

· Develop aesthetic understanding and critical judgement.
You will gain an understanding of the interrelationships between photography, art and design and an awareness of the contexts in which it operates. This will extend your knowledge and understanding of photography, art and design in contemporary society and in other times and cultures
Key Features of Photography at the Sixth Form College:
· This course is based on digital photography and therefore will not involve film processing within a darkroom.
· Throughout the course you will be given the opportunity to record observations, experiences, ideas, information and insights in visual forms.
· You will continually develop your ideas through a variety of investigations.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 

? Will I need to buy a specific camera for this course?

It is not completely necessary in order to study the course at the college but we would advise that you have access to an SLR camera if possible as you will find it very useful.
?  How is the photography course assessed?

Students studying this course are assessed through project work. Every student will build their own individual portfolio of work throughout the course.
? Is the photography course easy?

No it is an A’level qualification and should not be taken as an ‘easy option’ as most students find that Art courses demand dedication and a large amount of work within free time due to the practical nature of the course.
Course Outline:

You will be introduced to a variety of experiences exploring a range of photographic techniques, style and genres. You will explore relevant images and resources relating to Photography and the wider context of art and design from a broad range of origins; historical and contemporary. This research will be fundamental to the development of your imagery.  You will develop technical understanding relating to the composition of images and an ability to explore elements of visual language.

You will be to work in one or more area(s) of Photography. You may explore overlapping areas and choose to study a combination.

• portraiture, documentary and/or photo-journalism

• landscape photography (working from the urban, rural and/or coastal environment)

• working from objects, still life or from the natural world

• experimental imagery

Awarding Body
AQA
Assessment
AS LEVEL
Unit 1: Producing a coursework portfolio containing a wide range of work, inspired by different stimulus one of which will become an extended project. This unit will contain a range of digital based work alongside work books recording references and technical information.
Unit 2: Externally set assignment, with fixed starting points supplied by the examination board. This is an opportunity to apply the range of knowledge and skills that you have acquired through unit 1, and build upon them further whilst developing a personal response.
A2 LEVEL
Unit 3: Producing a personal investigation. This is a practical unit with written elements that is based upon an idea issue or theme. It should be inked to a contextual work and the quality of the written communication is important and should be linked to the practical development of outcomes.
Unit 4: Externally set assignment, with fixed starting points supplied by the examination board. This is an opportunity to show the more focused skills that you wish to develop and apply independently whilst producing well developed and contextually aware outcomes.
Progression opportunities and career routes

There are many degree opportunities that include various aspects of photography to a greater or lesser extent depending upon your interest. There are a range of Degree and a Foundation Degree courses in pure and multi-media photography, all of which recognise this A level as a major foundation stepping stone. 

Studying Photography can lead to a number of career areas, e.g. fashion or advertising photography, sports photography, photojournalism, fine art photography, forensic/medical photography, film and television, graphic design, animation, photographic processing and printing, etc.

Photography combines well with Art, Film Studies or Media Studies, but also goes well with many other subjects.
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