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Introduction

This is a vocational course in which you will study a range of issues relevant to health, social care and early years settings. The course covers the key principles you will need in order to gain employment in the care sector, or to progress on to a care related or social science degree course. This course can be combined with a range of other subjects such as Biology, Sociology, Psychology, English etc. It is particularly recommended for people interested in becoming a Primary School Teacher or for people who are interested in studying a social science degree at university.
Key Features of Health & Social Care Single Award at the Sixth Form College:
· The first year of the course leads to an AS qualification in Health & Social Care. You can continue on to a second year of study, which will lead to a full A level qualification. 

· This course gives you the chance to study a range of Health and Social Care units. You will learn how to provide quality care to vulnerable people; how to communicate effectively with people, and how to promote good health.
· Throughout your course you will be given the opportunity to benefit from the college’s excellent links with social care organisations and health care providers.
· The course allows you to link theory to practice by giving you the opportunity to apply your knowledge and practise your skills with real service users.
·  You will receive personal support throughout the course and will have access to a range of study support materials on the college’s Moodle area.
·  The course provides you with a variety of teaching strategies to suit individual learners.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
? Will this A-Level be accepted by the universities I apply to on my UCAS form?
Yes. The Health and Social Care Single Award is classed as one A-Level after two years of study; therefore it will enable you to access a whole host of degree courses. In particular it will be accepted for entry to courses at degree level if you wish to progress and study primary school teaching or a social science degree.
? Will I need to do work experience during the course?
Work experience is not a compulsory element of this course. However, you are strongly advised to carry out voluntary work experience, for example in a nursery, primary school, day care centre or charity organisation. This experience will help you to better understand the issues covered on the course and will help you gain entry to employment or your chosen degree course.
? Is this course assessed by coursework or exam?
Two of the three units per year are assessed by coursework. The third unit is an examined unit. You will be well prepared for the examination and will have access to a number of past papers and examination tips beforehand.

Course Outline:
· AS Level units- first year of the course

Unit 1: Promoting Quality Care

During this unit you will study how care workers can contribute to promoting quality care within a range of care settings. It covers relevant legislation; guidelines for care workers; and considers the rights and responsibilities of both care workers and services users.
Unit 2: Communication in Care Settings

This unit allows you to investigate the communication skills used in care settings and their purpose. It considers how effective communication can be used to make individuals feel more valued and how this can promote their health and well being.

Unit 3: Promoting Good Health


This unit allows you to investigate different concepts regarding health and well being. It allows you to study the job roles of health professionals involved in promoting good health, such as a community nurse. It also gives you the opportunity to present your own small scale health promotion campaign on a health topic of your choice, such as alcohol awareness, healthy diet etc.

· A2 Level units- second year of the course

Unit 10: Care Practice and Provision
Unit 12 or 15: Anatomy and Physiology or Social Trends
Unit 13, 14 or 16: Child Development, Mental Health or Research Methods
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Assessment

AS LEVEL
Unit 1 Exam (33% of marks)
Unit 2 Coursework (33% of marks)
Unit 3 Coursework (33% of marks)
A2 LEVEL
Unit 10 Coursework (33% of marks)
Unit 12 or Unit 15 Exam (33% of marks)
Unit 13, 14 or 16 Coursework (33% of marks)

Pass rates for last 3 years
2011:100%

2010: 67%

2009: 89%

Progression opportunities and career routes
There are a great variety of career options available to you and many of our students progress to university to become primary school teachers, social workers, counsellors and so on. The course is an excellent foundation for anyone wanting to work with people in any capacity.



STUDENT CASE STUDY





Rachael Matthews, formerly of Trentham High School, studied Health & Social Care Single Award at The Sixth Form College and gained an A* in the subject. 
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