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Introduction

Film Studies looks critically at popular British and American films (and World Cinema at A2). You will study the values and messages in films, how they are constructed and how audiences respond to them. You will also have the opportunity to be creative with your own film ideas, constructing various elements of pre-production including storyboards and screenplays as well as filmmaking itself. You will come to understand that film is not just an ‘entertainment’ or ‘art form’, but also seriously important historically, socially, culturally and economically. Film combines well with a range of subjects, especially Media and English Literature.

Frequently asked questions:

What skills are required to study film?

· Commitment and enthusiasm for film – we don’t just watch for fun. You must have interest in how and why films are made and be willing to put in your own independent reading and research.

· Speaking and listening – you must be willing to discuss your ideas with fellow students whilst listening and accepting others ideas or opinions.

· Writing articulately – you must be able to communicate your ideas through writing, using clear structures and appropriate language and terminology, both in exam or essay responses and in your own note taking.
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Organisation and time management – as in the film industry we often work to deadlines that must be met, as well as the need for organised note taking throughout the year in order to benefit your revision for maximum results.
Which other A levels go with Film? 
Whilst there are obvious links with Media, virtually any subject combines well with film. Its link with performance, creativity and production means that many Performance Studies, Art, Design and English students take Film Studies.  Also, elements of History and Philosophy are also well complemented with Film Studies. Finally, some of our successful students in the past have been Scientists or Mathematicians who have taken film as a ‘different’ subject to run alongside their other scientifically focussed subjects.
Is Film Studies accepted by universities as a valid A level subject?
YES!  Film Studies is a strongly academic subject, similar to English, and is regarded as such by universities.  Where in English the analytical focus is on printed texts (novels, poetry, drama), then Film Studies’ analytical focus is on film texts (moving image such as film, documentary, TV drama).  The specific analysis of genre, narrative style, characterisation and constructional devices within the two subjects overlap considerably and the same analytical and written skills are required by each.

Course Outline:
AS level – first year of the course

The AS course is split into coursework modules (FM1), which make up 40% of the overall AS grade, and topics that are studied for the final exam (FM2), which make up the other 60% of the overall grade.

FM1 Exploring Film Form – coursework 40%
There are two pieces of coursework in the first year of Film Studies. These are designed to explore the ways in which films are constructed through camera styles, lighting, sound, special effects, locations, props and costume.

· A written analysis of how the meanings have been constructed in an extract from a film of the student’s choice (1500 words)

· A creative project (e.g. storyboarding) based on an original film sequence or short film idea of the student’s creation. This is accompanied by a reflective analysis of the success of the project.

FM2 British and American Film – exam topics 60%
There are three topics that are studied in class throughout the first year of the course. These explore and study specific American and British films and film styles as well as considering the film industry as a business.  This will involve consideration of the historical, social and cultural contexts of Film. This will be assessed through a final examination in the summer term during which there is one question on each topic to answer:

· Section A: Response to source materials based on producers and audiences of film 

· Section B: Topics in British Film – British Horror

· Section C: US Film - Comparative study of two Film Noir films

A2 level – second year of the course
The A2 course follows the same structure as the first year with two coursework tasks and three exam topics for the final exam.

FM3 Research and Creative Projects – coursework 50%
In the A2 year students will have the opportunity to explore a small scale research project on film topic of their choice.  They will also explore a creative project as in the first year. 

· A small-scale research project 

· A creative project (e.g. filmmaking) based on an original film sequence or short film idea of the student’s creation. This is accompanied by a reflective analysis of the success of the project.
FM4 Varieties of Film Experience: Issues and Debates – exam topics 50%
During this module you will explore a variety of wider film issues and debates as well as looking at specific set texts and film movements within World Cinema. This will be assessed through a final examination where, again there will be three questions, one from each section: 

· Section A: World Cinema topics – Empowering women

· Section B: Spectatorship topics – Documentary, audiences and emotional response.

· Section C: Single Film - Critical Study on Fight Club

Progression:   

Film is a well regarded academic subject that is accepted as a suitable qualification for entrance to most degree courses. But, if you are keen to continue the subject itself, you can go on to University or College to read for a degree specifically in Film and/or Film Production. Media, Communication Studies, Screenwriting, Politics and Linguistics have also been some routes chosen by recent students. If you don’t go on to Higher Education, the skills that you will have acquired in reading, analysing, communication and use of computer technology will be valued by employers.
COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Afford Prize for Film Studies


HANNAH BARR studied A Level Film Studies at the Sixth Form College. She was formerly of Moorside High School. 


Hannah is now studying Film Studies at the University of the West of England, Bristol.
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