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Introduction
Music at Advanced Level develops your performing, composing and listening skills. You study music within its historical context, from Bach to The Beatles.  Coursework forms a demanding component of the course. 

Music combines well with all subjects, especially English, Mathematics, History, Physics and other Performing Arts. 

Key Features of Music at the Sixth Form College:
· From the second week you show how well you can play your chosen instrument.
· You learn to use technology to shape your musical ideas.
·  You benefit from a wealth of staff experience and expertise.
·  100% pass rate at A2 level for 13 of the last 14 years.
·  Instrument tuition is available to you
Frequently asked questions 
? Do I need to have studied music at GCSE level?
Not at all but you must be able to perform on an instrument or sing to grade 4 standard or above and be able to read staff notation fluently. If musical theory is a problem then remove it; there are lots of guides to do this.
? How many people study the course?
Typically there have been 10-13 students in the A2 classes over the last 2 years , 16-21 at AS level.
Course Outline:
· AS Level units- first year of the course

Unit 1 – Performing. A solo performance at Grade 5 or 6 standard of 9 minutes. This is assessed by an external visiting examiner.
Unit 2 - Composing. A folio of 2 contrasting compositions lasting 4 – 8 minutes in total. It is assessed by a teacher and externally moderated.
Unit 3 – Listening and Analysis. A two hour exam in two parts; 1) 1 hour test based on studied extracts of music; 2) 1 hour aural perception test based on unprepared musical extracts.
· Advanced Level units- second year of the course

Unit 4- Performing. Either 1) A solo performance at grade 6 or 7 standard of 10-12 minutes OR 2) 16-18 minutes. This is assessed by an external visiting examiner
Unit 5- Composing. Either 1) 2 contrasting compositions lasting 6-10 minutes OR 2) 3 compositions lasting 16-18 minutes in total. They are to reflect 20th or 21st century, Western Classical Tradition and free innovation. OR a written exam, assessed by an external examiner.
Unit 6 –Appraising. Either 1) A written examination in 2 parts: a listening exam based on 20th/21st century music.; a second part requiring analysis of a set work and its context 
OR 
2) A written examination in 3 parts: Part 3 is a written exam demonstrating musical understanding and knowledge of style and output of a set composer
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Awarding Body: WJEC
Pass rates for last 3 years
2011: 100%

2010: 100%

2009: 100%

Progression opportunities and career routes

As an AS qualification it can indicate to others a wider interest in education and experience.  At A2 Level Music is accepted by all universities for entry to read Music or as a support for other disciplines.  Former students of Music have also gone on to be scientists, civil engineers, sound engineers, journalists, doctors, radiologists, administrators, architects, mobile jingle writers… Not to mention teachers and professional musicians.  




COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER





The JSW Print Prize for Music





Charlotte Ankers studied A Level Music at The Sixth Form College. She was formerly of Edensor Technology College and is now


continuing to study Music at Salford University.
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