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Introduction

Do you find it difficult to stop asking questions? Is ‘why’ your favourite word?

Philosophy gives you the opportunity to ask the big questions of life! Is there a God? Do I have a soul? Can computers think? How can I know that the world is not an illusion? Where do moral rules come from? The course provides an opportunity to address these and many other questions in a reasoned way while being introduced to the writing of the great philosophers. You will develop critical thinking and communication skills, both oral and written so the subject combines well with many others. 

Key Features of Philosophy at the Sixth Form College:
· This course is completely different from anything you have ever done. It allows you the freedom to think!
· You will have the opportunity to debate, discuss and argue about questions that have kept philosophers awake for 2500 years
·  You will learn from the great minds of old as well as being encouraged to develop your own ideas. 
·  You will be taught by highly qualified staff who, between them, have experience of lecturing at university level, have written textbooks and work as senior examiners. 

Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
· What is philosophy and will I like it?
Philosophy literally means ‘the love of wisdom.’ Philosophers have a curiosity about the world and question all sorts of things that others just assume. So if you have watched the Matrix films and wondered how we would know if the world was not real, the subject could be for you. If you want to check out whether you will like philosophy, try reading ‘The Philosophy Files’ by Stephen Law or ‘Sophie’s World’ by Jostein Gaarder
· How will I know if I’m going to be good at it?
Good philosophy students have a genuine enjoyment of life’s big questions and enjoy constructing arguments. They can actually be quite irritating! They enjoy discussion and debate and will ultimately be students who are able to write essays on these themes.

Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1: Introduction to Philosophy 1

How do we discover what is true? Our eyes and ears, or our intelligence? Could it be both? 

Where does the idea of God come from? Does belief in God make sense?
Unit 2 : Introduction to Philosophy 2

Is the world exactly as it appears to be? Is the world there at all? Maybe objects are part of our imagination.

Is there such a thing as God? Design arguments and the problem of evil. Am I genuinely free or is my life mapped out for me by my genes, my upbringing or God. (if he exists)

· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 3-  Key Themes in Philosophy-minds and morality
You will study 2 of the following 3 themes

The philosophy of mind: Do I have a soul or am I just physical? What is this strange thing called the Mind? Moral Philosophy: How do I decide what is right and wrong? Is there such a thing as right or wrong?
Philosophy of Religion: Did God cause the world? Religious experience and miracles

Unit 4- Philosophical Problems – set text
You will study either Plato case for rejecting Democracy, Descartes defence of God and the soul or Nietzsche’s rejection of God and traditional morality.  
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Awarding Body: AQA
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1 : Written Exam 1 ½ hours
Unit 2 : Written Exam 1 ½ hours

A2 LEVEL

Unit 3 : Written Exam 1 ½ hours

Unit 4 : Written Exam 1 ½ hours

Pass rates for last 3 years
2011 96%
2010: 100%   2009: 100%    
Progression opportunities and career routes
The subject can be done in combination with many other subjects at university as well as on its own.  Typical combinations include Philosophy and Physics, Philosophy and Psychology, Philosophy and Politics, Philosophy and English, Philosophy and Economics.  Philosophers are valued by employers for their analytical skills and enquiring minds.  A large number of distinguished civil servants; lawyers, scientists and politicians (including several British Prime Ministers!) have done philosophy at University.



COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER





The Staffordshire University Prize for Excellence in Philosophy





Thomas Whitehead studied A Level Philosophy and gained an A grade at The Sixth Form College. He was formerly of Wolstanton High School and is now reading Biochemistry at the University of St Andrew’s 
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