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Introduction

Learn about the design and manufacture of products. Understand why products like the I-Pod, the coca cola bottle and zippo lighter have become design classics. Design and make your own product. Work in your chosen area (graphics, textiles or resistant material) and work on ‘live’ projects with major manufacturers. You will have the opportunity to use the latest CAD/CAM technology and match your project work to your career aims or areas of interest. Learn about how designers are responding to global issues such as poverty and the environment and develop the skills to be a designer, architect or engineer and make the first step to a rewarding career. Combines well with a range of subjects to give you the career you want.. 

Key Features of Product Design at the Sixth Form College:
· Product design is an innovative course that uses new technology and encourages you to work creatively.
· The course allows you to experience what it is like to work on real life design projects and develop a product for a client.
·  The course gives you the opportunity to visit successful manufacturing companies such as JCB, Toyota, Jaguar and Michelin which allows you to learn about state of the art industrial practice.
·  Throughout the course you will take ownership of your project work and learning which will help develop your skills to be an effective designer.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
? What subjects would go well with Product Design for me to study?
The main subjects are Maths, Media, Languages, Physics, Art and Computing.
? Do I need to have studied Design and Technology at school for me to join the course?
Not many of our students have not studied the subject before, but we will take you through the skills you will need and help you develop them throughout the course. We will also help you to learn how to sketch, use CAD and practical modelling skills.
Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1 - 

Materials, Components and Application. 
During this module you will learn about what products are made from and how they are made. You will also learn how designers develop products that are safe, easy to use and environmentally friendly.

Unit 2 - 

Learning through Designing and Making
In this unit you will learn how to design and make/model products. Some projects involve working with industry and you will learn how to use CAD/CAM; graphics and traditional modelling skills.

Unit 3- 

Design and Manufacture

In this module you will learn about industrial design and manufacturing processes and wider issues such as how product design is influenced by factors such as market forces, safety and environmental needs

Unit 4- 

Design and Making Practice
In this unit you will work on a single design and make a project of your choice. This will allow you to specialise in an area such as graphics, textiles, 3D design, architecture and automotive.
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Awarding Body : AQA
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1: 2 hour exam (50% of marks)
Unit 2: course work 50 hours (50% of marks)
A2 LEVEL

Unit 3: 2 hour exam (50% of marks)
Unit 4: Project 60 hours (50% of marks)
Pass rates for last 3 years
2011: 100%

2010: 100%

2009: 97.4%

Progression opportunities and career routes
Product design combines well with other A Levels and BTEC courses and is ideal preparation for studying at university in a design related subject. You can study subjects such as Product Design, Architecture, Engineering, Fashion and Textiles, Computer Aided Design and so on. Former students have gone to work in senior design positions in companies such as JCB, Bentley and Umbro.



COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Michelin Prize for Design Innovation





Samuel Yorke studied 


A level Product Design at The Sixth Form College. He was formerly of Trentham High School Cooperative Trust Science College and is currently at The University of Wales Institute Cardiff studying Sport conditioning, rehabilitation & massage.
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