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Introduction

Psychology is best described as ‘the science of mind and behaviour’. Psychologists are interested in how people act, react and interact as individuals and in groups. They aim to find out about human behaviour by conducting research on both humans and animals. Researchers construct questions about, and look for the answers to, a wide range of issues relating to human behaviour. It combines well with a wide range of subjects particularly Biology, Sport, Social Sciences and Natural Sciences. 

Key Features of Psychology at the Sixth Form College:
· You will develop an understanding of key terms used in psychology and be able to describe a wide range of interesting pieces of psychological research relating to memory, attachment, stress, social influence and abnormal psychology.  

· You will develop your analytical skills allowing you to evaluate psychological research and theory and present a logical, balanced and clear argument to psychological questions, such as, is our behaviour largely the result of nature or nurture?

· You will be able to apply your knowledge and understanding of psychological research and theory to show how psychology can be used to help answer some of society’s big questions, such as, why people committed such horrendous war crimes during World War 2

· You will develop the research skills necessary for you to be able to confidently carry out your own research projects and answer some of the questions that interest you e.g. can people work just as well with the TV on as they can in a quiet room?  
· You will be able to analyse, interpret and evaluate your own practical projects in terms of the methodology you chose

Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
· What is expected of me?
Psychology is not an easy option and requires hard work and commitment.  You will be expected to show a mature approach to your learning by completing all work on time, revising for tests and being supportive of your peers.  

· How will I study?

Psychology raises lots of interesting questions and discussion points so students can get involved in debates.  It is also very theoretical and scientific so involves reading, analysis and writing.  

Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1:
Cognitive Psychology, Developmental Psychology and Research Methods

Unit 2:
Biological Psychology, Social Psychology and Individual Differences

· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 3:
Options in applied psychology – students will study three topics from Biological rhythms and sleep, Perception, Relationships, Aggression, Eating behaviour, Gender, Intelligence and  learning, Cognition and development.
Unit 4:
Psychopathology, Psychology in Action and Research Methods
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Awarding Body

AQA A

Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1: 1.5 hour examination
Unit 2: 1.5 hour examination
A2 LEVEL

Unit 3:  1.5 hour examination
Unit 4:  2.0 hour examination

Pass rates for last 3 years
2011 
95%

2010 
92.9%

2009   91.9%

Progression opportunities and career routes
The possibilities are limitless, clinical psychologists, neuropsychologists and counsellors work to help improve health.  Educational psychologists’ work in schools, with families and communities to help young people meet their full potential.  Forensic psychologists work in various ‘legal’ settings including prisons, courts and with the police.  Sports psychologists work to improve motivation and performance by understanding how sports and athletics can improve mental health and overall well-being.  Psychology is a well recognised A-level and is a valuable qualification for Higher Education applications or for those going directly into employment.     
COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Old Hanliensian Prize for Psychology





Jason Taylor is formerly of Madeley High School.


Jason studied 


A level Psychology at The Sixth Form College and is now at Leeds Trinity University studying Forensic Psychology.
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE





