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Introduction

An opportunity to question life. the universe and everything!
Can we prove God exists? Was the world created or did it evolve? Why does God allow evil to exist? Is there life after death? How do I decide what is right and wrong? What about abortion and euthanasia? Can cloning or IVF ever be a good thing? Learn the ideas of great philosophers and religious thinkers on these issues and many more. 
The ethics part of the course focuses on practical problems in the areas of medical, sexual and environmental ethics. The philosophy of religion deals with arguments for and against the existence of God. This subject is for anyone who wants to think seriously about life and understand what makes people tick. 
Key Features of Religious Studies at the Sixth Form College:
· An exciting and successful course that focuses on the Big Questions
· A chance to debate and discuss questions of faith and morality and gain skill in constructing sensible and coherent arguments in both written and oral form
·  You will be taught by highly qualified staff who include a current senior examiner for the course. Who has co-written one of the best selling textbooks for Religious Studies.  
·  You will have a variety of learning experiences including discussions, research activities, use of ICT as well as the more ‘traditional’ lessons
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 

· But I am not religious, why should I do Religious Studies?
You don’t have to be! Our RS students come from a wide range of backgrounds. The reason why our class discussions are so interesting is because of the different perspectives and ideas that our students have. All that we ask is that you have an interest in the questions that we examine

· I did not study GCSE RE, in fact I have not had RE for two years. Can I still do the subject?
It is not a requirement to have done the subject at GCSE. Some of you may not even have had the option. Given that syllabuses at GCSE differ widely, we don’t assume any prior knowledge of the subject. 

Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1 Philosophy of Religion
The history of religious ideas including the Greek thinkers Plato and Aristotle as well as the ideas of God presented in the Bible. Are there good arguments for the existence of God? What challenges to religious belief are presented by science?
Unit 2 Religious Ethics
How do Christians and Muslims make moral decisions? You will also consider ideas of right and wrong that do not depend upon religion. How these ideas may apply to Abortion, Euthanasia and War. These topics will be studied in greater depth than possible at GCSE 

· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 1-  Philosophy of Religion
What makes us who we are? Do we have souls or are we just physical beings? (Maybe Madonna was right!) What do Muslims and Christians believe about the afterlife? Any there good arguments for believing in life after death? During this module you will also study the phenomena of religious experience and miracles..
Unit 2-  Religious Ethics 
Ethics from the ancient Greeks through to the modern day. You will consider the deeper questions of whether there is ultimately any absolute right and wrong answers. Maybe Pinocchio was right to trust his conscience. (Freud says not!) You will also study practical topics such as sexual ethics and the environment
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Awarding Body OCR
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1 : 1 ½ hour exam 25%
Unit 2 : 1 ½ hour exam 25%
A2 LEVEL

Unit 3 : 1 ½ hour exam 25%

Unit 4 : 1 ½ hour exam 25%

Pass rates for last 3 years
2011
75%
2010
 100% 
2009 100%

Progression opportunities and career routes

Many of our students go on to study a range of degrees at university. Students in this subject develop their powers of reasoning, This ability to present arguments in a clear and convincing manner makes this an ideal preparation for careers in law, politics, management, civil service and commerce.  The training in ethical reasoning is especially valuable for those working in medicine and hospital administration.
COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Methodist Book Centre Prize for Religious Studies





Danielle Keiher was a model student in Religious Studies. Having joined the college from Wolstanton High School, she worked tirelessly to improve her marks in the subject eventually gaining a high grade B. Danielle is now progressing to university to study Philosophy.
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