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BTECs are qualifications that are designed to provide specialist work-related qualifications. They give you the knowledge, understanding and skills that are needed to prepare for employment or to move on to higher education. 

This course is for people with a strong interest in Science who wish to follow careers in one of the many areas of Science. This type of course requires you to be well organised and able to work to deadlines; you will be a student who achieves through continuous assessment rather than final exams.
Upon successful completion of Applied Science BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma you will gain the equivalent of three A Levels.

Available course options

· BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma - Equivalent to 3 A Levels

Key Features of Applied Science BTEC Level 3 at the Sixth Form College:
· During this course you will acquire technical and employability skills, knowledge and understanding. 

· Completing the Extended Diploma will allow you to gain a nationally recognised vocationally specific qualification to enter employment as a science technician or assistant practitioner, or to progress to Science qualifications in Higher Education.

· You will understand the role of the scientist, their relationship with the scientific community and their responsibilities towards the community and the environment. 

· You will develop a range of skills and techniques, personal qualities and attributes essential for successful performance in working life. 

· Throughout this course you will be assessed via portfolio/coursework.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
· Will I be able to study another course alongside this?

This course will form the major part of your programme at college, however it may be possible to study one other subject alongside.
· Which would be a good course to study alongside this one?

The course fits in well with most courses offered by the college but quite a lot of our students find that Mathematics, Environmental Science and Psychology fit very well with this course.
Course Outline:

The BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Applied Science consists of 18 different units of science study; six core units and 12 specialist units. In the first year you will study three core units, six specialist units plus Application of Numbers for Science technicians. A similar pattern of three core units and six specialist units is followed in the second year. If you are successful you will have gained a Level 3 qualification that is equivalent to three different A-Level science subjects. There are no examinations as each unit is assessed through various kinds of coursework.

During the course you will take units on:
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Fundamentals of Science

· Working in the Science Industry 

· Scientific Investigation 

· Scientific Practical Techniques

· Perceptions of Science 

· Application of Numbers for Science Technicians

· Mathematics for Science Technicians

· Using Science in the Workplace 

· Physiology of Human Body Systems 

· Biochemical Techniques 

· Energy Changes, Sources and Applications 

· Electrical Circuits and their Industrial Applications

· Genetics and Genetic Engineering 

· Practical Chemical Analysis 

· Medical Physics Techniques

· Chemical Laboratory Techniques 

· Industrial Applications of Organic Chemistry
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Progression opportunities and career routes

A BTEC develops learners’ skills and understanding of work within a vocational context and offers direct progression on to BTEC Higher National programmes, Foundation Degree Programmes and First Degree Programmes. BTEC Nationals are recognised by higher education institutions and attract UCAS points. 
If you want to get a job straight away, you could work in a research laboratory, a quality control laboratory, a hospital laboratory, a materials testing laboratory, a forensic science laboratory, a laboratory within an educational establishment or an environmental science laboratory. 




STUDENT CASE STUDY





Natasha Smallwood, formerly of Ormiston Sir Stanley Matthews Academy, was awarded the Old Hanliensian W M Wilson Prize for Applied Science at the College Prize Presentation Evening. Natasha gained a Double Distinction on this course and following a Gap Year is starting a degree in Paediatric Nursing.








[image: image4.jpg]




