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Introduction
Sociology is concerned with social behaviour and attempts to answer the questions about why people behave as they do.   For example, does there continue to be a social expectation regarding male and female roles?  Is the experience of being a child under threat? Do females achieve more highly than males educationally? Do the poor commit the most crime? And… is football more important than God?

You will learn how to work systematically, using your understanding of contemporary life, social theories and methods of investigation.  You will learn how to interpret, apply, analyse and evaluate key arguments within the modules that you study on the sociology programme.
Key Features of Sociology at the Sixth Form College:
· Sociology will allow you to observe individuals and society, and to understand the influence of the environment upon behaviour.
· Sociology values your opinions and allows you to discuss them with others.
·  Sociology will help you to form your ideas into logical arguments based upon existing evidence.
· You will develop knowledge of classical and modern sociological theories such as Functionalism, Marxism and Interactionism.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ)
· What shall I study Sociology with?
Other humanities such as Law, History, Politics and also Social Sciences such as Psychology compliment Sociology. You could also study Sociology with a vocational course that leads to a career working with people.

· What careers can the study of Sociology lead to?
Studying Sociology can tend to lead you into a career that is related to people. This may include teaching, nursing, the police force or a role within personnel. However, studying Sociology offers you a good general foundation for a number of future careers and is a good A level for entry to university.
Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1 (SCLY1) – FAMILY AND HOUSEHOLDS
Unit 2 (SCLY2) - EDUCATION / RESEARCH METHODS
· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 3 (SCLY3) - BELIEFS IN SOCIETY
Unit 4 (SCLY4) - CRIME & DEVIANCE/ RESEARCH METHODS

Skills for Success
Sociology is not an easy option.  Students are required to apply skills such as knowledge and understanding, interpretation, application, analysis and evaluation of a range of concepts, theories and research methods
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Awarding Body

AQA
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1: Exam 1 hour – 40% of AS/20% of A Level
Unit 2: Exam 2 hours – 60% of AS/30% of A Level
A2 LEVEL

Unit 3: Exam 1 hour 30minutes 20% of A Level
Unit 4: Exam 2 hours 30% of A Level
Pass rates for last 3 years
2011 
99%

2010 
88.8%

2009               
99.1%

Progression opportunities and career routes
Many students who study Sociology progress to Higher Education tending to pursue courses in Humanities and Social Science. The study of Sociology is also excellent preparation for any employment area requiring good interpersonal and communication skills.

COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Old Hanliensian W M Wilson Prize for Social Science. 





Helena James studied 


Sociology at the Sixth Form College. She was formerly of Trentham High School. Helena is now studying a foundation course in sociology with the Open University, and is soon to start her Sociology degree at University.
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