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Introduction
This course will give you an insight into how the Spanish language functions and will give you the confidence to cope in a variety of everyday situations should you find yourself in a Spanish–speaking country. It is an intensive one-year course that can lead to progression to Advanced Level study in the second year. You will study a range of topics including holidays, food, education, work and the family. The course will enable you to refer to a range of past, present and future events and develop opinions on a range of issues.

Key Features of Spanish GCSE at the Sixth Form College:

· Accelerated learning and intensive language tuition enables students to feel they are progressing quickly.

· By doing this course you will be able to visit a Spanish-speaking country and deal confidently in a range of situations.

· A range of up-to-date links and resources will increase your cultural and linguistic awareness of Spain, Latin America and the language spoken.

· You will be able to recognise both formal and informal registers of Spanish in both written and spoken form.

· You will discover how Spanish is a major world language and how its culture is influenced by festivals and historical heritage.

Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 

· Must I have studied another language at GCSE in order to study this course?

No, this course gives everybody an opportunity to develop skills in a new language, perhaps an opportunity not previously available. 

· Can I progress to Advanced Level Study in the Second Year?

Yes, successful completion of the GCSE course will provide this opportunity. The grammatical focus of the GCSEC course will be tailored to giving those who aim to progress the best support for possible progression.

Course Outline:

You will be examined in the four language skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and writing. You will develop responses on a range of topics and increase your understanding of a range of authentic spoken and written material. The speaking exam will involve discussing facts according to the tasks set and students have the opportunity to give opinions on the issues in focus. 

Awarding Body

AQA

Assessment

Speaking 
30% (10-12 minutes over 2 controlled assessments)

Listening 
20% (50 minutes)

Reading 
20% (50 minutes)

Writing 
30% (approx 2 hours over 2 controlled assessments)

Progression opportunities and career routes

Progression to Advanced study of Spanish in the second year is a possibility and the language could also be picked up in conjunction with other subjects at university as part of a combined programme. Employment opportunities exist in the tourist industry as well as in marketing and sales.
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