[image: image1.jpg]




Introduction
Have you ever heard of Tutankhamen? The story behind his discovery is the essence of Archaeology. Do you know what dendrochronolgy is, or the science behind radiocarbon dating?

If you enjoy asking questions and examining evidence – then Archaeology is a good subject to choose. Archaeologists use a wide variety of disciplines to help them to understand and interpret sites, both before and after excavation.

Archaeology trains you to collect and organise information, to recognise relevant material and to use it logically to support your arguments.

If you are unsure about subject choices, remember ‘Archaeology is a bridge between the Arts and the Sciences’.
Key Features of Archaeology at the Sixth Form College:
· You will study Archaeological skills and methods, looking at pre-excavation research and excavation of sites, as well as post-excavation dating and interpretation.

· There is a specialist study on religion and ritual in Ancient Egypt
· Throughout this course you can experience a range of teaching and learning strategies including research, IT, group work and presentations.

·  Studying Archaeology gives you lots of different opportunities to develop skills in 

·  You can study Archaeology alongside a wide range of other subjects in both communication and science based areas.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 

? Do I have to do a lot of coursework if I study Archaeology?

No there is no coursework element whilst studying AS Archaeology.

? What further opportunities are available to me after I have studied the course?

Archaeology is a well regarded subject for application to university as well as the general world of employment.

? What skills do I need to succeed in AS Archaeology?
Archaeology requires good skills in written communication and reading. You will need to be able to analyse source material and to write analytical essay answers under timed conditions.

Course Outline:
· AS level units - first year of the course

Unit 1 – Religion and ritual in Ancient Egypt

· You will study religion, including gods and goddesses, as well as the afterlife and the role of ritual specialists in Ancient Egypt. There is a wide range of different archaeological evidence to consider, but there are 5 prescribed sites in particular you will be examined on.
Unit 2 – Archaeological Skills and Methods

· You will learn about the nature of Archaeology and the development through pre-excavation research, the process of excavation and the recording and interpretation of material. A wide variety of techniques are covered such as the use of geo-physics to survey sites and dendrochronolgy to help date materials.
Awarding Body

AQA

Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1: Written Examination – 1 hour and 15 minutes (40%)

Unit 1 focuses on definitions and case

studies and includes a longer piece of writing.
Unit 2: Written Examination – 1 hour and 45 minutes (60%)

Unit 2 requires you to analyse sources from

a real archaeological site and answer a

mini-essay on methods chosen from a shortlist.
Pass rates for last 3 years
Archaeology has been reintroduced as a new course at the college from September 2011.  
Progression opportunities and career routes
Archaeology is a bridge between the Sciences and the Arts. It links well with History, Classical Civilisation, English and equally well with Geography, Geology, Environmental Studies, Chemistry, Biology and Physics.

Archaeology can open the door to a surprising number of career options. Of course you might go on to study the subject at university with a view to doing fieldwork and specialising in a particular period or topic. Knowledge of this subject can also be useful in other jobs, like tourism & heritage, town and country planning, environmental science or local government. It could even support your ambition to become a forensic scientist.
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