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Introduction

Heroes, monsters, myths and adventures. Explore at the world of the ancient Greeks, their gods, stories and dramas. Find out what the Romans really did do for us and what we did for them.
You’ll learn about the ancient cultures which are both very different to our own and yet contain some striking similarities and parallels with our times. There will be plenty of opportunities to discuss themes which are as relevant today as they were in ancient times. The subject combines well with English, History, Archaeology, Theatre Studies and Religious Studies and Philosophy but attracts students from all subject areas. 

Key Features of Classical Civilisation at the Sixth Form College:
· Combines academic rigour with fun in a lively learning environment.
· It has a strong literature demand- you should enjoy reading.
·  When studying this course we will take into account your preferred learning style. 
·  You will be able to get involved in interesting extra curricular excursions to places of historic interest.
·  The course offers an extra challenge for you. There is small group support and one to one support if needed.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
· Do I need any prior knowledge of the subject?
It is not necessary to have studied the subject at GCSE level and most students haven’t. You certainly don’t need any Latin or Greek as all texts are studied in translation.

· What can studying Classical Civilisation lead to?
You can choose to study Classical Civilisation for one year and gain an AS qualification or you can complete 2 years and gain a full A Level in the subject. A good examination result! This subject area achieves consistently good results in a dynamic learning environment.  It is also possible to complete a full A Level in this subject in one year. Classical Civilisation is challenging yet very stimulating and enjoyable. It is highly regarded by Universities.

You will acquire skills which are useful in all areas – working as part of a team, independent research skills, confidence in debate and discussion and competence in using information technology including the Internet. Students on this course progress to a range of career areas it also provides sound preparation for a career in archaeology or museum work.
Skills
 

· Clear and accurate written communication 
· The ability to analyse and evaluate texts in relation to character, theme, narrative structure and use of language  

· The ability to explore historical and cultural contexts 
· Forming a personal viewpoint and engaging with the opinions of others 
Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1: Homer’s Odyssey and Society – focuses on the epic literature of Homer as he re-tells the well known legend of Odyssey’s return from Troy. Society and values are explored as well as plot, themes and characters.
Unit 2 : Greek Tragedy in its Context – Involves the study of four great tragic dramas with gripping storyline. 
There will be a focus on society and values as well as the literature itself.
· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 1: Virgil and the world of the hero – This module concentrates on the epic of Virgil and Homer (The Aeneid and the Iliad) You will study them in terms of their literary and historical context.
Unit 2- Roman Britain – This module involves exploring the Military Conquest of Britain by the Romans and their subsequent impact upon the way of life of the native Britons.
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Awarding Body

OCR 
Assessment

AS LEVEL & A2 LEVEL
Classical Civilisation is assessed by examinations; there is no coursework element to the course.

Pass rates for last 3 years
2011 
100%

2010 
90.9%

2009
100%
Progression opportunities and career routes

Many students who study Classical Civilisation progress to Higher Education tending to pursue Humanities based courses. The study of Classical Civilisation is excellent preparation for teaching Humanities; Law; museum work and any employment area requiring good communication skills.



STUDENT CASE STUDY





Andrew Pickin, formerly of St Joseph’s College, studied both AS and A2 Classical Civilisation over one year and gained the top grade in both in the summer exams.


Andrew spent his gap year travelling in Greece and Asia Minor (Turkey) following in the footsteps of his ancient heroes.


He has just completed the first year of his Classical Studies degree at the prestigious University of St Andrews.
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