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Introduction

We want you to not only understand the world but know how it is changing and why.

How is our climate changing and how will it affect our daily lives?

Is the world becoming a more hazardous place – and can we do anything about it?

Are there too many people in the world – and can our towns and cities thrive in the future?

The G.I.S. part of the course also allows you to gain a second qualification in digital mapping. Here you will learn about some of the new technology that is being used in geography – remote sensing, global positioning, satnav.

Key Features of Geography & Geographical Information Systems at the Sixth Form College:
· This course will offer you lots of opportunity for your own individual research work.
· You will have the opportunity to study on a residential field trip to North Wales to investigate climate change, plate tectonics and upland glaciation.
·  Throughout the course, you study and use new digital mapping software which is the same that is used by many major companies.
·  You have the chance to gain a separate level 3 qualification in Geographical Information Systems. This is a vocational qualification and can be used to help you gain employment in this exciting new field of study.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
? Do I need to have studied Geography at GCSE to join this course?
No, not at all. Many students each year have not continued to study Geography at school and they are still successful and they find this subject 
? Why have you added Geographical Information Systems to the Geography course?
Studying Geographical Information Systems will provide you with the opportunity to progress into this highly specialised field if you choose to it is also an excellent foundation for a wide range of courses at university and employment options. G.I.S complements the Geography course well.
Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1 
Climate Change

Tectonic and hydrological change

Unit 2
Population change

Settlement change

· Advanced level units- second year of the course
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Unit 1- 
Extreme Environments

Emerging Asia – study of India or China
Unit 2- 
Sustainable cites, energy, water and food

Geography of Disease


Geography of Crime

Awarding Body
WJEC
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1: 1.5 hour exam
Unit 2:
1.5 hour exam
A2 LEVEL

Unit 3: 2.25 hour exam
Unit 4:
1.75 hour exam
Pass rates for last 3 years
2011 – 100%

2010 – 100%

2009 – 100%

Progression opportunities and career routes
Employers and Universities love the wide range of skills you gain from Geography – not only do you have the knowledge from the course but you collect your own data, learn to interpret data, use stats techniques, produce reports, write essays, and work with complex I.T. software.

Once qualified you can work in so many fields – here is a sample - GIS Field, Environmental Consultancies, Business Management, NGOs, Education, the Civil Service and Commerce.



COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Sue Warn Prize for Geography





Freya Hilton from James Brindley High School studied A Level Geography at the Sixth Form College. She is now studying Physical & Environmental Geography at Staffordshire University.
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