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Introduction
Ever thought you could run the country better than the people in Parliament and 10 Downing Street?

Well here is your chance to find out how to become an M.P or P.M. during the first year of the course you will look at Elections, Political Parties, Pressure Groups, Parliament Minister and Government. The topics are examined both in terms of the powers of the institutions and how individuals have used these powers to try and achieve their aims. In the second year you will look more closely at U.S Politics. The subject can be studied in combination with a range of other but English, History, Law and other Social Sciences are the most common combination. The main requirements are an interest in Politics and the ability to express yourself on paper. The subject is a useful preparation for university and careers in Law, Civil Service and the Police.

Key Features of Government & Politics at the Sixth Form College:
· Politics is studied by students who have a keen interest in the world around them.
· Lessons frequently involve a great deal of discussion about current events 
·  You will develop a good understanding of the work of political systems in both the U.S and the U.K.
·  You will get the opportunity to visit Parliament and see real Politics in action. 
·  Many students enjoy the course so much they go on to study it at Higher Education. 
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
· Does it matter if I don’t have strong political views myself?
Not at all, most students don’t, they just enjoy studying the subject.

· Do I need to have studied the subject at school?
No, Government and Politics is not available at GCSE and so it is a good chance to pick a new subject and start at the same level as everyone else in the class.
Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1: People, Politics and Participation
During this module you will look at Elections, Voting Behaviour, Political Parties and Pressure Groups. In general you will consider the way in which people participate in the political process.
Unit 2: Governing Modern Britain
During this module you will look at the main political institutions in the U.K such as Parliament, Prime Minister and Cabinet. Their relationship in the British Constitution will also be examined.

· Advanced level units- second year of the course
Unit 3: The Politics of the USA
During this module you will look at Elections, Voting Behaviour, Political Parties and Pressure Groups in the U.S.
Unit 4: The Government of the USA
During this module you will look at the Constitutional framework of the US and the three branches of U.S Government Executive, Legislative and Judicial.
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Assessment

AS LEVEL

The Government & Politics AS level is assessed by examinations, there is no coursework element to this course.
A2 LEVEL

The Government & Politics A2 level is assessed by examinations, there is no coursework element to this course.
Pass rates for last 3 years
2011    100%
2010    100%

2009
100%
Progression opportunities and career routes
Students with A Level Government & Politics have access to a wide range of possible career and higher education opportunities. The majority of our students study Politics or International relations at degree level. Careers most frequently pursued by politics students include Local Government, Civil Service, Police and Law some even go into Politics! 
COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Old Hanliensian Prize for Politics





Laura Dale, formerly of Sandon Business & Enterprise College studied A Level Government & Politics at the Sixth Form College. 


Laura is going to study Politics at Queen Marys College in London following a gap year
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