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Introduction

Do you know why the USA lost the war in Vietnam or have you thought about why the British lost control of India, the “Jewel in the Crown” of its’ Empire? Do you enjoy debating the evidence and arguing a case?

History at A-Level (AS & A2) is about being able to put forward an argument and back it up with evidence. There is not necessarily one right answer! Can you explain the outbreak of WW1 and WW2, the reasons for progress on Civil Rights in the USA up to 1968 or the course of the withdrawal from empire in Africa up to the 1980’s? History combines well with a range of other humanities subjects, but also with Modern Foreign Languages, sciences and other choices. In History you develop widely regarded skill in the analysis of evidence and the ability to communicate in a concise and logical style – university applications which include History at A2 and AS are well received by admissions tutors. It is regarded by the top Russell Group of universities as an important “facilitating” subject which they prefer.

Key Features of History at the Sixth Form College:
· The key elements that you study in the course are Modern British, European and World History,

· You also study nationalism, race, conflict and de-colonisation.

· Throughout this course you can experience a range of teaching and learning strategies including IT, group work and presentations.

·  Studying History to A2-Level gives you opportunities for in-depth research on a chosen topic. 

·  You can study History alongside a wide range of other subjects 

Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 

? Do I have to do a lot of coursework if I study History?

You only have to do coursework at A2 when you have to produce two pieces on similar themes.

? What further opportunities are available to me after I have studied the course?

History is a highly regarded subject for application to University as well as the general world of employment.

? What skills do I need to succeed in AS/A2 History?

History requires good skills in written communication and reading. You need to be able to analyse source material and to write analytical essay answers under timed conditions.

Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1 – US Civil Rights 1945 – 68 AND US in Korea and Vietnam 1950-73

· In US Civil Rights you examine changes in the status and rights of Black Americans and other minorities and the role of key groups and individuals such as Martin Luther King and Malcolm X.

· In the “USA in Asia” you will explore the reasons for and the impact of the US involvement in the Korean and Vietnam wars.

Unit 2 – Britain and Indian Nationalism 1900-47

· In this course you look at the nature of British rule in India and how the nationalist movement challenged this up to 1947.

· You will use sources to develop skills in evaluation and critical analysis.
· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 1- World in Crisis 1879-1941

· In this course you study the origins of both the First and Second World Wars and the attempts to achieve a lasting peace in the 1920’s and 1930’s.
Unit 2- Coursework: Colonisation and Decolonisation in Africa 1870-1981

· You will develop in depth research on questions you choose within the topic and complete 2 assignments with a total maximum length of 4,000 words.
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Awarding Body - Edexcel

Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1: Written Examination – 1 hour and 20 minutes

Unit 2: Written Examination – 1 hour and 20 minutes

A2 LEVEL

Unit 3: Written Examination – 2 hours

Unit 4: Coursework: 2 extended essays

Pass rates for last 3 years

2011 
93%

2010
97%

2009
100%

Progression opportunities and career routes

History links well with English and Modern Languages, with all the social sciences such as Economics, Geography and British Government and Politics. History is recommended by university Law departments as a sound preparation for their courses as it develops the necessary skills. A great virtue of the subject is that it broadens both understanding and opportunity. History is recommended by the top universities.

COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER





The Waterstone’s Prize for History





Jacob Goodman achieved an A* in History A Level, building on his grade B in the first year at AS. Jacob is a former student of Clayton Hall Business and Language College and is now studying History and Politics at Queen Mary College, University of London
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