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Introduction

If you enjoy learning about how the events of the last 100 years help explain the problems and opportunities of the world today then this GCSE Modern World History course is the ideal subject for you. Gain insight on why important figures in history did what they did, improve your ability to judge whether you are being told the truth, only part of the truth or something completely untrue and develop valuable skills such as reasoning and debating skills.
Key Features of GCSE History at the Sixth Form College:
· You will learn about international relations – what led to conflicts between countries, and how these conflicts were settled.

· You will learn about how historians use sources to find out about what happened – it could be people talking about McCarthyism and the Red Scare or images of the Civil Rights Movement in the USA.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
? What are the exams like?
There will be a variety of questions in the examination papers. Your teacher can show you some examples to help you practice and succeed. Examiners want you to do well and will be looking for comments to reward rather than looking to spot mistakes or gaps in your knowledge. Many of the questions will be like those you have already done in Key Stages 3 and 4. There will be questions which ask you what you know and have learnt, and other questions which are more about your own opinions and letting you give your own explanations and reasons for something that happened in the past.
? What is the Controlled Assessment?
This is task based around an issue in history and will be written up in lesson times. You will carry out some research, analyse an aspect of the issue and then discuss different ways in which it has been represented.

Course Outline:

Unit 1 - Peace and War: International Relations 1900-91

Unit 2 - Twentieth-century Depth Study: The USA 1919-41

Unit 3 - Source Enquiry: Divided Union? The USA 1945-70

Unit 4 - Controlled Assessment: The impact of war on Britain c.1914–50
Awarding Body

Edexcel
Assessment

GCSE (Level 2)
Unit 1 is assessed through a 1 hour 15 minute external examination.
Unit 2 is assessed through a 1 hour 15 minute external examination.
Unit 3 is assessed through a 1 hour 15 minute external examination.
Unit 4 is internally assessed under controlled conditions and externally moderated.
Pass rates for last 3 years

GCSE History has been reintroduced as a new course from September 2011.  

Progression opportunities and career routes 

You can gain an English Baccalaureate (EBacc) if you have secured a C grade or better in GCSE History plus GCSEs in english, mathematics, a science and a language.
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