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Introduction
You will learn practical performance skills in dance, drama and music as well as exploring the connections between all three. You will be given the opportunity to get involved in performances in dance, drama, music as well as pieces that will combine all three disciplines. The course will teach you about the importance of practitioners in these areas by trying out their ideas during practical sessions, you will then write about what you have discovered from your practical work. This course combines well with Theatre Studies, Dance, Music, although only one of these may be selected in addition to performance studies.

Key Features of Performance Studies at the Sixth Form College:
· Lessons in Performance Studies are often very practical and energetic.

· You will learn new skills in music, dance and drama, taught by teachers with professional performance experience.

· During the course you will get the opportunity to see top class professional performances.

· You will learn excellent communication skills that will no doubt help prepare you for the world of university and work.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 

· Do I have to have experience in Dance, Drama and Music? 
No, as long as you have had experience in at least one of the art forms either at GCSE level or from having been in shows/taken classes outside of school.(e.g. youth theatre, dance classes, music lessons.)
· What use will a Performance Studies A-Level be to me other than for going onto do a Performance Studies degree?
It will massively improve your group and self-confidence skills, which universities and employers are increasingly seeing as vital when they take on new employees.
Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1: ‘Creating Performance’ Skills based workshops in drama, music and dance. Performing 3 short pieces in each art form and one longer piece in a community venue that combines all 3 art forms.

Unit 2: ‘Performance Contexts 1’ Study 3 important practitioners – 1 in each of the 3 art forms.

· A2 level units- second year of the course

Unit 3: ‘Performance Contexts 2’ Explore the genre of ‘post modernism’ through the study of 9 extracts – 3 from each art form.

Unit 4: ‘Performance Project’ Prepare and perform for examination 2 pieces.
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Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1 – written commentary + assessed performance (30%)

Unit 2 written exam – (20%)

A2 LEVEL

Unit 3 written exam – (20%)
Unit 4 examined performances (30%)

Pass rates for last 3 years
2011 
100%

2010
100%

2009   100%

Progression opportunities and career routes

Many of our students go on to do a Performing Arts degree and some will then progress to the very competitive world of performing professionally.

Many have gone on to become teachers and youth work leaders. Above all this is a highly regarded qualification that proves to employers that you are disciplined, self – motivated, confident and creative.

COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Potteries Shopping Centre Prize for Performing Arts





Daniel Booth studied A Level Performing Arts at The Sixth Form College. He was formerly of Wolstanton High School. 


Daniel is currently studying Music Theatre at The University of Central Lancashire (UCLAN).
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