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Introduction

Professional musicians work in a highly competitive environment. They must be able to deliver performances in a wide range of situations; in the studio, in a live venue, as a solo performer, as part of a group often under great pressure. 
To be able to work in this environment musicians rely upon the foundation of polished technique, timing, tone and instrumental control. Coupled with this, they have to develop an adaptive, professional approach to continuous improvement of their musical and vocal skills.

This is your opportunity to work towards being a pro musician.
You will already be an experienced performer, citing solo performances at school and other venues.
This course will take you to the next level where you will not only learn more about audience awareness and communication but become expert at all aspects of backroom preparation for a gig.

This course combines well with all subjects, especially other Performing Arts.
 
Available course options

· BTEC Level 3 Certificate – Equivalent to 1 AS

Key Features of BTEC Certificate in Music (Performing) at the Sixth Form College:
· From the second week you will show how well you can play your chosen instrument or sing.
· You will prepare and perform material on a regular basis
·  You will develop your techniques for both solo and group performance 

·  Instrument tuition is available to you from a wealth of staff experience and expertise.

·  You will greatly expand your knowledge of  and expertise in pop music from 1950 to present day
Frequently asked questions 

? Do I need to have studied music at GCSE level?
Not at all but you must be able to perform on an instrument or sing well. 
? Do I have to read music?

Reading helps you to learn faster and gain more employment opportunities. Reading makes you versatile so sign up and learn to read!

Course Outline:

· BTEC LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE units
Unit 1 – Music Performance Technique.  This unit focuses on two areas:  firstly the ability to play or sing with fluency, dexterity and the authority of a seasoned performer, and secondly arriving at that point through a logical and structured practice routine. 
You will develop and use a structured practice routine to focus on the areas of your playing or singing that need attention.  
You will be guided to a wide variety of music and situations that will exercise and extend your performer’s techniques and reveal where further practice is needed. Studio sessions, solo gigs, group rehearsals and gigs will all contribute to you gaining the authority of a seasoned performer.
Unit 2 –Pop Music in Practice. This unit will provide learners considering a profession in music with a thorough grounding in pop music. The unit will enable you to engage with the profession from a position of knowledge and experience and will enhance your employability.  
This unit is will give you practical experience of rehearsing and performing relevant and original works. You will, as a result, be familiar with the key characteristics and creators of pop music styles.
Unit 3 –Solo Music Performance Skills. This unit will focus on raising your technical skills and developing a varied repertoire that will be appropriate for a target audience. You will learn the art of choosing a suitable repertoire for an extended programme which is crucial to the success of the overall performance.
You will learn to be able to play/sing confidently and accurately to an audience with a level of technical accuracy, expression and interpretation in your work that is referred to as ‘musicianship’. 

You will work with a specialist instrumental or vocal teacher.
You will learn how to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of your preparatory work and performance.
Awarding Body: Edexcel
Progression opportunities and career routes

As this is a brand new course for the Sixth Form College, there may be the opportunity to continue studying this course into your second year although this is not currently available. This vocational qualification has natural outlets in the entertainment world on either a local or national stage.
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