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Introduction

This course will enable you to improve your oral and written skills, whilst at the same time learning more about then French people, their country, their society and their culture at AS Level. For example, you will keep up-to-date with developments in French education, comparing the French Baccalaureate to English A-Levels and you will learn more about the regions of France, their industries and tourist attractions. At A2 Level you will discuss French attitudes to topical issues such as the environment, immigration, media, the world of work and the European Union.

The department is equipped with a language laboratory for the study of recording material. You will have the opportunity to participate in trips to France, in order to enhance your command of the language and gain authentic experience of French everyday life.

Key Features of French at the Sixth Form College:
· Wide use of target language in class will enable you to develop your language skills further and increase your confidence to take part in discussion.

· Use of the language laboratory will help consolidate and further your listening skills thus enhancing your confidence for exams.

· The use of up-to-date resources on a range of interesting and focused topics will furnish you with a real feeling for the French language and Francophone countries.

· You will develop an interest in the French culture as similarities and differences between your own are compared and contrasted.

· You will get the opportunity to work with native speakers in small groups in order to develop spoken confidence and have a first-hand insight into social and cultural issues in the French-speaking world.

Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
· Does the department encourage students to read and listen to French outside the classroom?

Independent reading and listening go a long way to increasing confidence at Advanced Level. Thus, the department subscribes to authentic magazines and audio resources which the students can access at any time.

· Are there trips to France?

The department endeavours to arrange a trip to France and all students of French are welcome to participate and the benefits of doing this can be seen through increased confidence at exam time.

· Does French combine well with other subjects?

The study of any language keeps many doors open in terms of career opportunities. A language not only combines well with any subject but also heightens awareness of cultural and linguistic differences.

Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course
Unit 1 - Your French speaking activities will involve a topic-based conversation in which you will organise facts and ideas and preset explanations, opinions and further information, focusing on the topics being discussed.

Furthermore, you will develop your wider conversational skills in French and develop confidence in discussing personal interests, your studies and plans for the future.

Unit 2 – This part of the course will focus on the areas of listening, reading and writing. You will have access to material from a variety of sources and you will respond to a range of questions in order to show your level of understanding. You will also write essays to demonstrate your understanding of topics studied.

· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 3 – This involves more structured discussion in French and requires a spoken response to short written stimulus. You will show your understanding of this as well as proceeding to give your own views and opinions. In addition, you will prepare an oral exposé on a book, film or region of your choice, thus increasing your cultural knowledge further.

Unit 4 – You will increase your understanding of authentic textual and audio material in the form of comprehension exercises accompanied by a short translation. You will also write an essay which could relate to a book, a film or a region.
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Awarding Body-WJEC
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1: Oral in French (12-15 minutes)

 20%

Unit 2: Listening, reading and writing (2.5 hours)30%

A2 Level

Unit 3: Oral in French (15-20 minutes)

20%

Unit 4: Listening, reading and writing (3 hours)
30%

Pass rates for last 3 years
2011
100%
2010   100%

2009
100%
Progression opportunities and career routes
French can be combined with a variety of subjects at university and many students progress through this route in Higher Education. French is not just a subject which leads to jobs in translation, interpreting or education since employees with language skills are highly valued in the service and manufacturing sectors of industry.

COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Old Hanliensian G W Dolbell Prize for French





Emily Lamb studied A Level French at the Sixth Form College. Emily is now at St. John University, York studying Film Studies and Modern European Languages
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