[image: image1.png]ABoa/\
\2

?05/7/"
(J
\o

Q
"o7¢ ABS





Introduction

Ever wondered why things grow or how your own body works?   Biology can give you the answers. 
Study cell structure and cell division, DNA structure and function, ecology, human health, behaviour, genetics, the kidney, heart and lungs.   Biology combines well with all subjects and advice is available to help all students’ progress to study science at university and to enter a range of professions based on science.
Key Features of Biology at the Sixth Form College:
· Studying Biology at A level is exciting, relevant and challenging.  
· You will learn more about inheritance, evolution, biodiversity, health and disease; but you will also study how Biologists work and the contributions of Biology to society and the economy.
·  You will learn to carry out practical investigations in a skilful and organised way
· Throughout the course you will develop your skills of recording, analysing and evaluating data from experiments.  This will help you to improve your communication and numerical skills
· You will leave the college with knowledge and skills to enable you to study Biological Sciences in Higher Education.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
? Which GCSE science course is best to prepare me to study Biology at A level?

Core plus additional science or separate sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) at GCSE give an excellent knowledge and skills base for AS and A2 level. 
? Which subjects can be studied with AS and A2 Biology?

If you want to study Biology at university, Chemistry is usually essential.  Other sciences are often recommended such as Physics, Geological Science, Ecology and Environmental Studies. Maths is useful too.  However students study Biology successfully with a wide range of other subjects such as English, French, Psychology, Health and Social Care, PE, Dance, Geography and History.

Skills for Success
You need to be able to follow instructions to carry out an experiment and record the results; to carry out straightforward calculations; to plot, describe and explain graphs; to learn facts and use scientific words accurately; and to use your knowledge to solve problems.
Course Outline:

· AS level units - first year of the course

Units 1 and 2 – You will study how cells work, transport in plants and animals; human health and disease; conservation and evolution; and biological molecules such as DNA and enzymes.
Unit 3 – In this unit you will develop your practical skills – working methodically and safely; analysing data,; applying scientific knowledge to  explain conclusions; and evaluating the apparatus and procedures.
· Advanced level units - second year of the course

Units 4 and 5 – You will study ecosystems and how humans affect them; the kidney; co-ordination by nerves and hormones; the details of respiration and photosynthesis; and how genes work.
Unit 6 - In this unit you will develop your practical skills – working methodically and safely; analysing data,; applying scientific knowledge to  explain conclusions; and evaluating the apparatus and procedures.
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Awarding Body – OCR
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Externally assessed written exams 
40%
Practical work 



10%
A2 LEVEL

Externally assessed written exams
40%
Practical work



10%
Pass rates for last 3 years
2011: 
100%

2010:  100 %

2009:   93 %

Progression opportunities and career routes
Many of our students progress to study science at university.  

Courses include biochemistry, biomedical science, optometry, podiatry, dentistry, pharmacy, veterinary science, medicine, nursing, physiotherapy, sports science and forensic science. Many students choose to use their qualification to go straight into employment, rather than go on to higher education.



COLLEGE PRIZE WINNERS


Keele University Prize for Medicine


Lucy Welch formerly of Haywood Engineering College is now studying Biomedical Science at Manchester University





The Barringtons Accountants’ Prize for Biology


Sascha Jenkins formerly of Sandon High School and Business and Enterprise College is currently studying Biological Science at Warwick University. 





Both Lucy & Sascha achieved A* in A level Biology
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