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Introduction
This world as we know it is very dependant on crude oil; has not found a cure for many types of cancer; is gradually warning and is being affected by ultra-violet radiation which for millennia has been screened from us by the ozone layer.

Chemistry lies at the heart of these and many other areas which need to be improved or developed. A-Level Chemistry gives a real insight into many of these areas. Chemical reactions are involved in every sphere of human activity and chemists are vital to the economy of the country. Chemistry is essential to study Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry and Pharmacy in Higher Education.

Create solutions – be a chemist!
Key Features of Chemistry at the Sixth Form College:
· The course provides you with an insight into the nature of our environment.
· Throughout your chemistry course you will have the opportunity to take part in a number of regular practical sessions.
·  You will build up and demonstrate problem solving skills
·  By studying Chemistry at A Level you will gain a better knowledge of the behaviour of everyday materials.
·  Chemistry complements other science courses well. You may find that the course overlaps well with Biology and Physics
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
? Is the course mathematical?
The course is not mathematical at AS level and only basic arithmetic skills are required.
? If I choose to study Chemistry, is there any coursework?
No. Your practical skills are assessed within the timetable framework and the rest is by a written exam.
Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1 – Atoms, Bonds and Groups

Atomic structure and bonding with applications in the Periodic Table.
Unit 2 – Chains, Energy and Resources

Organic chemistry with application in the field of fuel and energy.

Unit 3 – Practical Skills


This is assessed internally.

· Advanced level units- second year of the course

Unit 1-  Rings, Polymer s and Analysis
Organic chemistry with relevance to living systems and spectroscopic analysis used in forensic investigations and medicine.
Unit 2- 
Equilibria, Energetics and Elements

How equilibrium systems respond to change. A special focus on transition elements.
Unit 3 – Practical Skills

This is assessed internally
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Awarding Body

OCR
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1:1 hour written exam – 30% of AS grade
Unit 2:1 hour & 45 minutes written exam – 50% of AS grade
Unit 3: Internal Assessment Practical – 20% of AS grade
A2 LEVEL

Unit 4: 1 hour written exam – 15% of A Level grade
Unit 5: 1 hour and 45 minutes exam – 25% of A level grade
Unit 6: Internal Assessment Practical – 10% of A Level grade

Pass rates 
2011: 100%

2010: 95.7%

2009: 92%

Progression opportunities and career routes
There are many options available to you if you study Chemistry. For example, all medical careers require A Level Chemistry as do most Biology based courses in addition to Forensic Science and Chemistry based degrees. Furthermore, there are many opportunities in the pharmaceutical industry and chemical engineering.
COLLEGE PRIZE WINNER


The Barrington Accountants’ Prize for Chemistry





Sophie Trussell studied A Level Chemistry at The Sixth Form College. She was formerly of Thistley Hough High School. 


Sophie is now studying Food Science at The University of Leeds.
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