[image: image1.png]ABoa/\
\2

?05/7/"
(J
\o

Q
"o7¢ ABS





Introduction

This course is particularly suited to students with an interest in the environment; it includes the science behind the news in core units that will enable you to make an informed contribution to the debates on topics such as energy and conservation.  It includes specialist practical units which will provide vital experience in using scientific methods in the great outdoors.  These units have been selected from Edexcel’s Subsidiary Diploma in Countryside Management and will contribute towards a progression pathway into University courses in Environmental Sciences and Conservation or into careers in the land-based industries.
Available course options

· BTEC Level 3 Certificate – Equivalent to 1 AS Level

· BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma – Equivalent to 1 A Level

Key Features of Ecology BTEC at the Sixth Form College:
· This is a practical work-related course which you will learn by completing assignments that are  based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands.

· You will be taught how to design and undertake a complex and ambitious investigative project collecting land-based data locally and submitting a report on its conclusions.

· You will be given practical experience in carrying out experimental techniques in subjects vital to all the environmental sectors such as Soil Science and Water Quality.

·  By studying this course you will develop a broad based portfolio of work suitable for progression into Higher Education or employment.

·  Studying for the BTEC in Countryside Management will give you the opportunity to enjoy a range of educational visits and to get wet and muddy.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 

? Do I need to have studied Environmental Science at school?

You need to be highly motivated, enjoy working outdoors and have a good science background knowledge.

? Which other courses complement Countryside Management?

Many students will also study the Sciences (including Applied Science) Geology and Geography

Course Outline:

The course is made up of 60 credits in 7 units – the mandatory Investigative project and six units building on environmental science knowledge and skills.

The units in your first year (BTEC Certificate)


Understand the principles of Soil Science 

Understanding the principles of wildlife populations, Ecology and conservation. 

Understanding principles of physical and biological environmental processes. 



Understand the principles of plant science. 

And in your second year (BTEC Subsidiary Diploma)

Undertake an investigative project in the land based sector. 



Understanding water quality. 



Understanding land use and environmental issues. 

Awarding Body
EDEXCEL

Assessment

All units are assessed and graded (pass, merit or distinction) and an overall grade for the qualification is awarded.

The overall grade will be a single award and is the equivalent to 1 A Level.

Pass rate
This is a brand new course at the college - 2011 – 2013 First years of teaching

Progression opportunities and career routes

The objective of the course is for you to produce a portfolio of high quality work appropriate for progression into Higher Education or for employment in a land-based industry. The science skills you will gain are appropriate to a wide range of HE and career pathways.
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