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Introduction  
The Foundation Programme is a national suite of learning for students at entry level through to level 1. It is a flexible way of learning designed to offer learners personalised programmes focused on progression and is made up of core areas which are important to employers: 
Key Features of Foundation Learning at the Sixth Form College:
· You will develop skills in practical English, Maths and ICT. You will have the chance to gain Functional Skills qualifications in all three areas; these are nationally recognised qualifications designed to teach the skills employers are looking for.
· Personal, Social and Employability Skills. In this part of the course you will gain a BTEC Level 1 Certificate in Work Skills. This certificate develops the skills necessary for the world of work.
· Vocational Knowledge and Skills. Students can opt to study either Business Administration or Health & Social Care.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 

· What is foundation learning exactly?
Foundation Learning is the national suite of learning for 14-19 year olds at entry levels through to level 1. It is a new and more flexible way of learning designed to offer learners personalised learning programmes focused on progression. This personalised approach will encourage learners to build confidence and fulfil their own potential.

· Who is it for?
Foundation Learning is suitable for young people who may have struggled previously at high school. Students will enter for a variety of reasons ranging from not achieving desired GCSE results at high school to being an overseas student who needs to gain an English qualification. The learner may prefer to learn skills and knowledge that will prepare and help them in the world of work and in everyday life. It can also give an opportunity to progress onto level two courses motivated by a chosen career path.

· What are the entry requirements?
Foundation Learning provides an engaging experience for young people at entry level and level 1. If coming from high school, learners may not have achieved A-D grades in their GCSEs so initial assessment is crucial before beginning this programme. 

As a college we have very high expectations in regard to achievement, attendance, timekeeping and behaviour. As learners, young people will be expected to study in their own time beyond their timetabled hours. They will be given the chance to develop these desirable employability skills and to personally shine in these areas.

Course Outline

· If choosing Business Administration the certificate will involve looking at ideas for small businesses, selling products and services, customer needs and production costs, jobs in business, support mechanisms for business meetings and management of your own learning. 

· If choosing Health & Social Care the certificate will look at a variety of job opportunities in health, social care and the early years sector. They will develop the skills and qualities necessary for these jobs. Learners will explore the need for care throughout life, the importance of independence and how this can be supported. They will be introduced to the way society treats different groups of people and the impact this can have on their health and well being. Learners will challenge stereotypical images and find ways to tackle discrimination.

Awarding Body
Edexcel
Assessment
Foundation Learning is designed to be flexible: Small units of learning are added together on the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF) to form nationally recognised qualifications. Learners can benefit from bite-sized progression. Qualifications gain credits and learners will accumulate credits until they have passed the programme. A learner cannot fail: they accumulate credit to pass. A typical programme may involve the learner studying to gain a minimum of 45 credits to pass.

Functional Skills in English, Maths and ICT are assessed through test papers.
All others units of learning are assessed through evidence and coursework presented in portfolio form.

Progression opportunities and career routes
Once you have completed the Level 1 Foundation course you may wish to progress onto our level two learning pathways here at the Sixth Form College or enter the world of work.
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