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Introduction

Do you like to argue?

This is the only subject which will teach you how win an argument – any argument!

Do you have opinions about the burning questions of today? Opinions about the war in Iraq, about terrorism; about crime and punishment; about sex and violence on the TV and the internet; about poverty in Africa; of global warming? If you do have opinions on these questions and would like to develop the skills necessary to make your opinions convincing, then this is the subject for you!

Critical Thinking produces people who can present careful, well thought out and compelling arguments. It is essential for a successful career in law, politics, management and public broadcasting. Increasingly top universities are requiring both lawyers and future medics to sit tests with Critical Thinking components 
Key Features of Critical Thinking at the Sixth Form College:
· Courses designed by specialist teachers who are nationally recognised for their Critical Thinking expertise.  

· Emphasis on skills and activity rather than on remembering information or learning new facts.
·  Lessons are interactive and will provide opportunities for student debate, research and creativity.
· You will engage with real life dilemmas drawn from a variety of media sources.
Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
· Do universities value Critical Thinking?
Although a small number of universities dismiss Critical Thinking, many leading universities insist on students doing Critical Thinking tests for competitive courses so doing Critical Thinking is helpful. If you are hoping to apply to university for Law or Medicine, this subject could develop the skills that you will need for these tests
· I am already doing three other subjects. Will I cope with Critical Thinking as a 4th (or 5th) subject?
Yes, very much so. It is taught in 3 hours a week and the emphasis is on building up skills through activities in lessons. There is little in the way of content but the skills you develop will improve your grades in other subjects! 
Course Outline:

· AS level units- first year of the course

Unit 1 Introduction to Critical Thinking
During this module you get to play at being the detective! You will learn to analyse and evaluate evidence and human testimony. You will develop the skills of a courtroom lawyer in reading conclusions about real life cases.
Unit 2 Assessing and Developing Argument
During this module you will learn to recognise a range of errors in reasoning which are found not only in the media and in political debate but also used by people trying to sell you things! You will also write and develop powerful arguments of your own.
· Advanced level units- second year of the course
Unit 1 Ethical Reasoning & Decision Making
During this module you will apply your thinking skills to a range of real life dilemmas drawn from law, politics, medicine and everyday life. You will be trained to analyse sources and come to reasoned practical decisions. 

Unit 2 Critical Reasoning 

You will develop logical reasoning skills both formal and informal of an advanced nature and practice these skills on a range of media.
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Awarding Body

OCR
Assessment

AS LEVEL

Unit 1 : 1 hour 30 mins exam 25%
Unit 2 : 1 hour 30 mins exam 25%
A2 LEVEL

Unit 3 : 1 hour 30 mins exam 25%
Unit 4 : 1 hour 30 mins exam 25%
Pass rates for last 3 years
2011   90%

2010   90%
2009   94%

Progression opportunities and career routes

Critical Thinking is a superb training not only for future lawyers, investigative journalists and scientists but a much prized training valuable for all high level professions.
STUDENT CASE STUDY





Nicola Wood studied Critical Thinking A level with us at Sixth Form. She gained a B grade in 2011 alongside her A grades in Religious Studies, Philosophy, and Psychology. 





She is now studying Sign Language.
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